This is a reproduction of a library book that was digitized 
by Google as part of an ongoing effort to preserve the 
information in books and make it universally accessible. 

Google" books 

http://books.google.com 





Digitized by Google 



Digitized by Google 



Digitized by 



Google 




Digitized by Google 




iJ. 

THE 

73 

OFFICE AND MISSION 



OF 

Jot in fbe Eaptiat 

AN ESSAY, 

WHICH OBTAINED THE NORRISIAN MEDAL FOR THE 
YEAR 1823, IN THE UNIVERSITY OF CAMBRIDGE: 



By JAMES AMIRAJJX JEREMIE, 

SCHOLAR OF TRINITY COLLEGE. 



*0 rov irarpos avrtjKoo^ m 6 r od vlod Paimart}?' 6 rod irvev- * 
fiaro ? Bearw tj rod vopov 6 pe<rirrj<: rtjs yapvrar rrjs irpo- 

(prireias Kopwvk* rtd v wpofprjrod v ro <rv jure par per rrj* f3a<n\e'ia* 

6 Ktjpvfr rij? dXvjdaas 6 irpotipopos. S. Andreas Crbt. Or. 



CAMBRIDGE: 

Printed by J. Smith, Printer to the University; 

AND SOLD BY J. DEIGHTON & SONS, CAMBRIDGE; 

C. & J. RIVINGTON, ST. PAUL’S CHURCH- YARD, AND J. HATCHARD 
& SON, PICCADILLY, LONDON. 

1824 

6oj 



Digitized by Google 





Digitized by Google 



TO THE 



Rev. CHRISTOPHER WORDSWORTH, D.D. 

MASTER OF TRINITY COLLEGE; 



THE 

pottawmo essay 



IS INSCRIBED WITH THE DEEPEST FEELINGS 
OF RESPECT AND GRATITUDE 



BY 

THE AUTHOR. 



Digitized by Google 




Published in compliance with the Will of Mr. Norris, 
by whom the Prize was instituted . 



Digitized by Google 



INTRODUCTION. 



There is nothing which more peculiarly dis- 
tinguishes Christianity from the ordinary schemes 
of human artifice, than the remarkable number 
of persons, differing in professions, capacities, 
and interests, who jointly bore witness, to its 
early revelations, and individually laid claim to 
divine inspiration. So intimate is their connexion 
and so reciprocal their support, that to confirm 
or to reject the truth of on.e, leads to the con- 
firmation or rejection of all. Thus they form 
as it were dependent parts of a regular system, 
and every attempt to detach them serves only 
to display the distinct force of their respective 
proofs, and the irresistible weight of their 
aggregate evidence. The plans of deceit, on 
the contrary, feeble in contrivance and limited in 
execution, rely, in the first stage of their pro- 
gress, on solitary testimony. Caution, jealousy, 
selfishness, distrust, all that multiplies the diffi- 
culties of communication and the probabilities of 
treachery, prevent the union and co-operation of' 
many impostors. — The more widely the circle of 
conspiracy expands, the weaker it becomes, ‘till, 
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by broad spreading, it disperse to nought.’ — The 
infinite diversities of character, the perpetual con- 
trarieties of passion, and the varied combinations 
of circumstance elude the penetration and con- 
found the projects of those, who are most experi- 
enced in observing the operations of the human 
mind, and in tracing the relations of cause and 
effect. Mahomet himself, who possessed consum- 
mate subtlety to allure, and powerful captivations 
to retain participators in his secrets, admitted at 
most but one or two adherents to the knowledge 
of his measures and designs 1 . Aware that the 
increase of danger bears a constant proportion to 
the increase of accomplices, he was unwilling to 
stake the credit of his own pretensions on the skill, 
the fidelity, and the consistency of numerous pre- 
tenders. Hence arises a striking difference between 
Mahometanism and Christianity. In the former, 
it is impossible to expose the falsehood or illus- 
trate the truth of the principal actor, by un- 
masking the villainy or establishing the honesty 
of the subordinate agents : in the latter, if there 
were any plot, it was one of singular intricacy, — 
a strange concurrence of joint deceivers, each 
contributing his portion of falsehood, and each 
resting the proof of his claims, and the success 
of his cause as much on the assertions and con- 
duct of his confederates as on his own. — Jn this 
last case we are furnished with so many means 
of detecting imposture, that since none has ever 
been proved, it is just to infer that none has ever 



1 See Prideaux's Life of Mahomet. 
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existed. On the hypothesis of deceit, we must 
admit a confusion of contradictory explanations, 
and a series of extravagant improbabilities; but 
on the supposition of truth, all seems fitly framed 
and admirably connected, each successive step 
derives support from the preceding one, and 
proof, rising progressively on proof, forms an 
ample and indissoluble mass of accumulated 
evidence. We have dwelt thus much on this 
essential distinction between the Christian re- 
ligion and forged revelations, not only because 
it seems not to -have met with as much attention 
as its importance deserves, but because it is 
particularly exemplified in the subject of the 
present Essay. 

The four Evangelists* introduce the history of 
our Saviour with a prefatory account of the birth 
and ministry of St. John the Baptist. We are 
presented with a man of extraordinary holiness 
and humility, in an age of pride and corruption, 
and of no less extraordinary zeal, at a time when 
the ' lamp of God’ seemed extinguished through- 
out the land ; we find him described as the child 
of miracle 3 , sanctified from his mother's womb, 
and as the precursor of the Messiah, inspired 
with that spirit of prophecy, which had forsaken 
the Jewish nation for upwards of four hundred 
years ; we see him in the garb of lowliness and 
severity, the terror of the Pharisee and the 



* John i. 6 , 7- See also Mark i. 1, 2. Matt. iii. 1 — 3. 
Luke iii. 2 — 4. 

^rmons de Massillon, tom. VIII. 
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censor of royalty, drawing round him in the 
desert crowds of every age and of every rank, 
by the power and vehemence with which he 
announced on the one hand * the wrath to come/ 
and on the other, ‘the kingdom of God/ Yet 
the object of the sacred writers was not to 
transmit to us his character and conduct merely 
on account of its superior excellence, but to 
preserve the important testimony he bore to the 
divine authority of Christ. For this reason they 
commence their relation by shewing, that he was 
foretold by the prophets, and that he was come 
‘for a witness, to bear witness of the light; 
that all men through him might believe/ Hence 
the minuteness with which they enter into those 
particulars which establish his prophetic character; 
hence the exactness with which they record his 
repeated declarations that Jesus was the true 
Messiah ; hence also the omission of all such 
details as were not absolutely necessary to pro- 
mote their principal design. And indeed the 
argument for the certainty of the Christian re- 
velation, which arises from their mutual testimony, 
is at once distinct and conclusive. For what 
stronger assertions can there be in favour of the 
claims of Jesus, than the frequent and emphatic 
declarations of John ; and what testimony can be 
clearer in support of John’s pretensions, than 
the public and positive expressions of Jesus? 
So inseparable is their connexion, that it is im- 
possible to suppose that John’s mission was 
feigned, without allowing that the mission of 
Jesus was false ; or .to admit that John’s mission 
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was true, without concluding that the mission of 
Jesus was divine. — 

Communibus inter se radicibus haerent 

Nec sine pernicie divelli posse videntur 1 . 

They must be received or rejected together. 
To divide them is to pretend, that a true pro- 
phet would have abetted a false Messiah ; or, a 
true Messiah have countenanced a false prophet. 
Both were impostors, or both were from God. 
It will be our attempt to prove that John was 
not an impostor, and the inference will be obvious 
and undeniable, that Jesus was in truth the Son 
of God. We shall endeavour, therefore, in the 
first place to establish the truth of John’s mission 
from external and internal evidence ; the former 
derived from the miraculous circumstances at his 
birth, and the application of prophecies respect- 
ing the forerunner of the Messiah ; the latter 
arising from the improbability of imposture and 
collusion between John and Jesus. We shall 
next prove the utility and necessity of his mission, 
by shewing the peculiar nature of his office, and 
his manner of discharging it. In the course of 
our enquiry, we shall have occasion to observe, 
how complete is the harmony which pervades 
the Christian scheme ; how the chain of auxiliary 
evidence continues to lengthen, as our investi- 
gation advances; how the right interpretation 
of one point throws light on another, and the 
comparison of passages dispels their supposed 
contradictions. For, as in a diligent examination 

1 Lucret. iii. 326. 
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of the works of nature 1 , new wonders arise at 
every step, and new beauties unfold themselves 
at every turn, and our admiration increases as 
our knowledge extends; so in a calm survey of 
the structure of revelation, the strength, the 
multiplicity, and the exact correspondence of its 
parts become more and more developed; nume- 
rous latent coincidences are gradually discovered ; 
passages, which were dark and difficult, when 
glanced at through the hazy medium of prejudice, 
grow clearer and plainer on a -more enlarged 
contemplation ; and we learn to acknowledge 
that each appearance of weakness arose from the 
imperfection, not of its great Author, but of our 
frail and limited faculties. 

1 Naturae verd rerum vis atque majestas in omnibus mo- 
mentis fide caret; si quis modo partes ejus ac non totam 
complectatur ammo. Plin. Nat Hist lib. vii. c. 1. 
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PART I 



ON THE MISSION OP JOHN THE BAPTIST. 

The Evangelists, as we have already remarked, 
commence their history with a short description 
of John the Baptist, that, by drawing the attention 
to the testimony of his repeated declarations, they 
might the more clearly introduce, and the more 
fully confirm, the mission of their divine Master. 
St, Luke*, in particular, has given a detailed ac- 
count of the miraculous circumstances of his con- 
ception and birth ; probably because the Gentiles, 
to whom his Gospel was especially addressed, 
might otherwise be unacquainted with the grounds 
on which the Baptist, who himself performed no 
miracles, established his claims to the character of 
the inspired forerunner of the Messiah. We are 
informed, that, at a time when the influence of true 
religion had been superseded by a strange contrast 
of paralyzing indifference for essential duties, and 
scrupulous attachment to empty ceremonies, there 
were still some, who cherished with unabated 
anxiety the expectation of the promised deliver- 
ance, and qualified themselves for its reception by 
a devout and comprehensive observance of all re- 
ligious duties. Such were Zacharias and Elizabeth. 
We see them, at an advanced age, without children, 

. * Luke i. 
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